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UM prepares 
to showcase 
student research projects
Sharon O’Hare was named ex-
ecutive director of the University 
of Montana’s newly created Office 
for Student Success last week after 
serving as the office’s interim di-
rector for the past year. 
O’Hare has also served as the 
director of UM’s Math Learning 
Center.
The Office for Student Success 
is not so much a new UM entity 
as it is a combination of existing 
university services meant to in-
crease student retention rates, said 
Associate Provost Arlene Walker-
Andrews.
O’Hare’s office will oversee 
such programs as the Undergradu-
ate Advising Center and tutoring 
services like Study Jam, the Writ-
ing Center and the Math Learning 
Center. 
The office is an administrative 
arm of the university’s Partnering 
for Student Success action plan, 
which was created last spring to 
up UM’s retention rate. 
Retention rates measure the 
percentage of students who stay 
at a university. The retention rate 
for first-time freshmen going 
to UM full-time has hovered at 
around 72 percent since 2005. 
Walker-Andrews estimates that 
freshmen retention increased to 
74 percent for 2008, but the of-
ficial data has not been released 
yet. 
With the new Office for Stu-
dent Success, Walker-Andrews 
said, the university’s goal is to 
place UM among the top quarter 
of universities in the region with 
the highest first-year retention 
rates, hoping to bump its percent-
ages up to the 80s.
With that goal in mind, there is 
a possibility that advising centers 
at UM could stay open later and 
become more available in dorms, 
Walker-Andrews said. O’Hare 
will oversee the combined efforts 
of all these services, which once 
operated mostly independent of 
each other.
In addition to retention rates, 
the office will keep an eye on 
other factors that indicate student 
success at UM, such as grade point 
averages and the relationship be-
tween placement tests and grades 
in subsequent classes.
“We cut it a thousand different 
ways,” Walker-Andrews said. 
While she admits it won’t make 
going to school any easier, Walker-
Andrews hopes the new office will 
make it easier for students, espe-
cially new students, to get the help 
they need to eventually graduate.
“It’s just not a good thing if we 
have students coming in, spending 
their money and not finishing,” 
Walker-Andrews said.
O’Hare was not available for 
comment.
kimball.bennion@gmail.com
Old and new friends remember UM student
UM names director of new Student Success Office
Kimball Bennion
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UM minor 
in Arabic 
possible
Cody Bloomsburg
Montana Kaimin
See ARABIC, page 7
When someone asks Arabic 
lecturer Samir Bitar if he has ten-
ure, he laughs and says, “Yes, I 
have 10 years.”
Bitar has been teaching Arabic at 
the University of Montana for those 
10 years and, for the first time in that 
decade, there is hope that an Arabic 
minor may soon be in place.
UM administrators have pro-
posed a tenure-track position in 
Arabic for next fall. If a proposal 
for an Arabic minor is submitted 
at the same time, the faculty could 
forward it to the Board of Regents 
for approval next spring, said 
Chris Comer, dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences.
Though the tenure-track position 
is not directly linked to a possible 
minor, Comer said, the establish-
ment of that position is a crucial step 
in bringing about the degree.
UM Associate Provost Arlene 
Walker-Andrews said that with-
out a tenure-track faculty member 
in place, the Regents would be 
hesitant to sign off on the minor. 
The concern is that adjunct faculty 
could be lured away by tenure-
track positions at other institu-
tions, she said.
Ashleen Williams, a second-year 
Arabic student, is betting on the 
possibility of getting the minor. 
“I made the decision to stick 
around in September when the pro-
posal was first submitted, thinking 
that if I waited it out I might have 
the chance to do it,” she said.
An Arabic minor wouldn’t be in 
place until after the Regents meeting 
in March 2011, but approval would 
still allow students who already met 
the requirements to graduate with 
the degree that spring.
While that might sound a bit 
vague, the promise is the furthest 
that Bitar and his colleague Khaled 
Huthaily have come in their efforts 
to secure the minor since they first 
started in 2004.
At that time, Bitar was the only 
faculty member teaching Arabic on 
campus, but enrollment in Arabic 
classes has grown steadily since his 
arrival in 1999. Bitar said his stu-
dents continued to ask for the minor, 
and when Huthaily joined the facul-
ty in 2006, he also joined the cause.
Bitar said enrollment num-
bers in UM’s program are com-
petitive with those of other Arabic 
programs nationwide. During the 
past two years, four UM students 
studying Arabic have been award-
ed Critical Language Scholarships 
from the U.S. Department of State.
Aaron Conn told Joseph Michael McKeon, 
his friend since preschool, to call him when he 
got back to Missoula.
“We were going to do dinner when we got 
back,” Conn said. “That’s the last thing I said 
to him.”
At 1:19 p.m. after he left Bozeman, Conn 
got a text message on his Blackberry from an 
18-year-old woman riding with McKeon, who 
was far behind Conn on Interstate 90.
is it snowy where you guys are driving?
As Conn rode back with McKeon’s room-
mate, Tyler Lincoln, he texted that there was 
snow most of the way back.
Her text came back.
we just got out of belgrade…
Five minutes later, McKeon’s 1999 Ford 
Ranger spun out over a light skiff on the road, 
crossed the median into the eastbound lane and 
collided with a semit barreling downhill. 
McKeon, 19, died at the scene. The pas-
senger, a University of Montana student who 
has not been identified, is being treated in Salt 
Lake City for non-life threatening injuries. The 
driver of the semit was treated and released 
from a Bozeman hospital. All were wearing 
seatbelts.
A Montana Highway Patrol officer who in-
vestigated the accident said speed and weath-
er conditions contributed to what he called a 
“fluke” occurrence. The officer, who requested 
to not be identified, said the truck was going 
fast enough to spin out after hitting a snowy 
patch.
“For whatever reason, he lost control. I don’t 
know if we’ll ever know for sure,” the officer 
said. “It’s just so tragic that there happened to 
be an oncoming vehicle.”
McKeon, a freshman, left behind a 
tight-knit group of friends who came to UM 
with him from Helena and who knew him as a 
Courtesy of Ross Marty
UM freshman Joseph Michael McKeon was killed in a car accident while driving back to Missoula after the Cat-Griz football game Nov. 22.
Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
See ACCIDENT, page 8
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The holiday season is 
upon us once again. It’s 
hard to believe that an en-
tire semester has gone by 
so quickly and a mere three 
months have seen a tremen-
dous change in the world. 
As the end of the year ap-
proaches, Congress is fran-
tically trying to resolve de-
bates and bring legislation 
before President Obama to 
address a plethora of issues 
both foreign and domestic. 
Though deadlines are a 
concept that Congress finds 
onerous, there are some spe-
cific items many individu-
als, myself included, would 
like to see addressed — if 
not before Christmas, then 
early in the new year. I’ve 
covered a great number of 
these issues this semester 
and many of them remain 
unresolved. Therefore, I will 
draw from past columns 
to compile this Christmas 
wish list for Congress. 
And while Congress 
alone doesn’t have the abil-
ity or jurisdiction to address 
all of these issues, hopefully 
Santa will consider them, 
whatever his political incli-
nations may be:
1. At the top of the list 
is health care. This most 
recent attempt at reform-
ing our nation’s costly and 
inefficient health care sys-
tem has already progressed 
much further than the Clin-
ton administration’s at-
tempt, but much still has to 
be done. Support from the 
more conservative Demo-
cratic senators for moving 
the issue to the Senate floor 
for debate was a great step 
in the right direction, but 
the bill Harry Reid created 
(with the controversial opt-
out public option) remains 
contentious, to say the least. 
Whether Santa will give the 
Democrats the votes they 
need to pass reform and 
move legislation onto the 
president’s desk or whether 
he will deliver them a lump 
of coal remains to be seen.
2. With climate change 
talks at the COP15 summit 
in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
approaching in mere weeks, 
the United States will not be 
bringing its own gift to the 
party. Congress has failed 
to move climate change leg-
islation onto the president’s 
desk. It is clear that whatever 
the outcome of the Copen-
hagen meeting may be, it 
will not have U.S. legislation 
backing up the push for fair 
and comprehensive climate 
change measures that would 
impact the entire world.
3. Iran still remains 
committed to its uranium 
enrichment program. The 
international community 
has openly and repeatedly 
condemned Iran’s flouting 
of U.N. sanctions in favor of 
continued progress toward 
enrichment. Nevertheless, 
Iran is ordering the produc-
tion of ten more nuclear 
plants and President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad doesn’t 
appear willing to cooper-
ate with global attempts at 
coercive diplomacy. Santa 
will likely assign him to the 
naughty list, but the interna-
tional community must not 
be so quick to do so.
4. Our world is still 
ablaze with foreign conflicts 
involving both military and 
diplomatic problems. The 
Afghanistan debate, in 
particular, burns brighter 
than any Christmas tree’s 
lights. Afghanistan persis-
tently proves to be a thorn 
in Obama’s side and both 
parties are up in arms about 
a possible troop escalation. 
Lives should not continue to 
Politicking Time Bomb
A Christmas wish list for Congress
By Andrew Dusek
The other day, as gray 
clouds shrouded the val-
ley, I stopped into Orange 
Street Food Farm and no-
ticed two cars out front 
idling unattended. Ten 
minutes later, I came out 
to find them still running, 
the exhaust curling cruelly 
into the cold air. Riding 
away on my bicycle, I held 
my breath, feeling dizzy at 
the unnecessary pollution 
contributed to the less-
than-clean air of Missoula 
by just those two cars. 
Multiply those cars by 
all the stores where other 
people leave their engines 
idling over the course of a 
day, and marginal air qual-
ity becomes bad — and 
bad becomes worse. 
To avoid eventually ri-
valing Los Angeles as a 
smog capital, an easy par-
tial fix would be to turn cars 
off when not in transit and 
never idle the engine just to 
warm up.
Missoula has long strug-
gled with its air quality in 
the winter. The surrounding 
mountains create a bowl in 
which a warm air layer traps 
colder air in the valley in a 
reversal of a normal weather 
pattern. Remember, cold air 
sinks so it can’t escape and 
creates an inversion. Tiny 
particles, invisible except 
when en masse, are simi-
larly trapped and can cause 
big problems for people, 
who ironically are the cause 
of such particles. Wood 
smoke, industrial emissions 
and car exhaust all conspire 
to make it more difficult 
to respire. Particulates and 
poisonous gases build up 
and can sometimes reach 
potentially dangerous levels 
until winds blow them out.
Asthmatics and others 
with respiratory difficulties 
can sense the particulate 
levels caused by idling en-
gines before air quality sen-
sors can. Sometimes their 
inhalers aren’t enough to 
help them. First responders 
can attest that the numbers 
of emergency room vis-
its and heart attacks surge 
when particulate concentra-
tions rise.
To help such people, gov-
ernment agencies can regu-
late some pollution emis-
sions, but they can’t control 
people’s bad habits. Tony 
Ward, a professor at the UM 
Center for Environmental 
Health Sciences, has ana-
lyzed the valley’s air qual-
ity and found the propor-
tion of particulates from car 
exhaust is increasing. And 
it’s only going to get worse. 
Missoula County computer 
models predict a population 
increase of 23 percent and 
an increase of 47 percent 
in vehicle miles traveled by 
2015. Missoula residents’ 
personal habits must change 
if we have any hope of off-
setting this increasing pol-
lution source.
Exhaust is responsible 
for more than particulate 
pollution. It contributes at 
least 60 percent of all car-
bon monoxide emissions 
that become even more con-
centrated during inversions, 
according to the Montana 
Department of Environ-
mental Quality. One car 
without a catalytic convert-
er, many of which still exist 
in Montana due to no emis-
sions testing, puts out a con-
centration of 1,400 times 
the average level found in 
homes. If not diluted, such 
a concentration would cause 
death within 20 minutes. 
But dilution is not the 
solution to pollution dur-
ing inversions and where 
idling cars collect, such as 
busy intersections. Carbon 
monoxide concentrations 
regularly reach dangerous 
levels at the intersection of 
Brooks Street and Russell 
Avenue. Banks have, for 
good reason, signs at their 
drive-up windows asking 
people to turn off their en-
gines, which some people 
ignore to the detriment of 
tellers. People may have lit-
tle choice but to idle for five 
minutes at the interminable 
lights on Reserve Street, 
but they do have a choice 
in their own driveway. Pol-
lution could be reduced if 
every car owner reduced his 
or her idling time by even 
five minutes every day.
People probably should 
drive less, especially if 
they don’t have far to go. 
But the lazy habit was al-
ready ingrained enough by 
the 1980s to be parodied in 
movies such as “The Gods 
Must Be Crazy.” One scene 
shows a man backing down 
his driveway to get to his 
mailbox then pulling back 
into his garage. Although 
the film is Australian, that 
is the American mentality. 
Idling a car to warm up the 
interior is another manifes-
tation of that mentality but 
may be easier to correct.
When I ask friends or 
family not to start their 
cars minutes before they get 
in, they claim they do it to 
make the engine run bet-
ter. Nice try, but gone are 
the days when cars had to 
be warmed before driving. 
That went out with big col-
lars and disco music. Ac-
cording to the Maggliozi 
brothers of National Public 
Radio’s “Car Talk” fame, 
engines in newer cars need 
only one minute to warm up 
when temperatures are less 
than 25 degrees, and the 
best way to warm up a car 
is to begin driving. If people 
need a monetary incentive, 
idling is actually bad for a 
car, fouling spark plugs and 
using costly fuel.
If idle hands are the 
devil’s playground, idling 
engines are the devil’s in-
cense. But devilish fumes 
don’t belong in Missoula. 
This winter, as you drive 
around and see the dirty 
yellow haze layer, remem-
ber you are partly respon-
sible. And the next time you 
go out to “warm up the car,” 
just get in and go.
laura.lundquist@umontana.edu
‘Warming up the car’ not worth the environmental cost
be lost, but we must supply 
our military men and wom-
en with the proper resources 
(both technological and hu-
man) to finish the job. As 
we celebrate the holidays, 
we must be thankful for our 
comrades in the armed ser-
vices and keep them in our 
prayers while wishing for a 
safe and swift return.
5. The world financial 
crisis continues to plague 
the global financial commu-
nity. In the United States, 
this past year has witnessed 
government bailouts for 
auto manufacturers and 
Wall Street as our own na-
tional debt exceeds $12 tril-
lion. In the rest of the world, 
things are even worse. The 
United Arab Emirates’ cen-
tral bank recently pledged to 
support foreign banks oper-
ating in Dubai, as the Dubai 
World bank needs more 
time to pay back its $60 
billion debt. This decision 
could have ramifications for 
the entire world. Christmas 
spending may scale back a 
bit this year, but the crisis 
will linger far beyond the 
holiday season.
These are just a few of 
the pressing issues to con-
sider this holiday season 
while you celebrate another 
year of happiness and good 
health with family and 
friends. The issues facing 
the world may be depress-
ing, but the next year may 
bring some brighter political 
surprises. After all, even the 
bleak state of global affairs 
can’t be worse than a copy 
of Sarah Palin’s memoirs 
hanging in your stocking.
andrew.dusek@umontana.edu
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Letters to the 
Editor
Response to Letter to the Editor 
published Nov. 20
Last week I saw a headline in the 
Kaimin responding to my smoking 
ban article, and while I was just glad 
to see someone had read it and had 
something to say, I was immediately 
saddened when I continued reading. 
While this person’s eyes had in fact 
moved over the words I had written, 
they had failed to actually read the 
message I was conveying. This per-
son was more interested in looking 
for tiny technicalities to bust me on 
rather than taking place in a logical 
exchange of ideas that we call de-
bate. It was as if they had interpreted 
only what they wanted and had com-
pletely missed the point. I hope to-
day the message will be heard. Dear 
reader, I address this letter to you.
In my initial letter, I stated that 
I heard speculation that statisti-
cal data used to push anti-smoking 
rules on campus had been obtained 
at a non-smoking rally. But notice 
how I phrased my sentences: “If this 
is true, then...” I never claimed to 
have sources within the network and 
I was very open about the fact that 
it had been only a friend informing 
me of the information. My argument 
went completely unheard and the fo-
cus was instead put on what was re-
ally the least important part of the 
point I was making. 
In response, I have visited the 
site listed in the refutation and 
looked into the details of the point 
of view, immediately finding holes 
— most of the data hasn’t even been 
obtained by this University, but by 
an organization called BACCHUS; 
Boosting Alcohol Consciousness 
Concerning the Health of University 
Students — the same organization 
that has outlined proposed controls. 
I found only one query, in fact, of the 
local student population. Here is the 
first MAJOR problem with these so- 
called “accurate” surveys: the local 
assessment was an online survey, 
querying 1,300 random students via 
e-mail. Let me explain something to 
the people at Curry who are waving 
pom-poms for these statistics. 
First: People who respond to on-
line e-mail surveys tend to be far 
more politically involved already 
than the majority of the population. 
So while it may be true that indeed 
71 percent of students WHO RE-
PLIED to this survey may support 
the ban, this does not and cannot ac-
curately represent the student popu-
lation. 
Second: none of the cited sur-
veys are available online. Not one 
— I looked for it (and I’m not refer-
ring to the after-the-fact survey we 
all received via Grizmail; that data 
hasn’t even been collected, and thus 
is not being used as ammunition to 
support these preposterous claims). 
So there is no way for me to find out 
how the questions were worded and 
ordered, to see how biased the lan-
guage was toward smoking. 
Third: one cannot accurately 
monitor who is taking the survey, 
since it is done online, and the anal-
ysis is limited to those with conve-
nient Internet and computer access. 
So while the questioning didn’t take 
place at the rally as my friend had 
speculated, my point on accurate 
statistical data collection is still val-
id because online surveys DO NOT 
WORK, making this statistical data 
in fact even less reliable than if the 
data had been collected at the rally, 
as was my friend’s speculation.
Fourth: These sites and organi-
zations aren’t interested in opinions; 
they’re interested in furthering their 
viewpoints. It is therefore fair to as-
sume that BACCHUS’s questions 
would be biased not only in word-
ing, but in order (which are both 
gravely important considerations in 
any non-biased survey). This is why 
71 percent seemed immediately 
strange to me. I know a fairly large 
number of people within the student 
body here and NONE of them sup-
port the ban. The facts simply don’t 
match up with reality. If 71 percent 
actually support this, where are 
they? Who are they? I don’t know 
any of them and the majority of 
the people I associate with are non-
smokers. 
Fifth: The list provided by these 
organizations of non-smoking cam-
puses around the country is fairly 
unimpressive. There isn’t one school 
from Massachusetts — not one. 
Why is this important? Massachu-
setts has the highest concentration 
of colleges in the nation — and none 
of those campuses are on this list. 
MIT has smoking dorms and they 
seem to do just fine.
To my surprise, the number 
jumped to 83 percent in opposition 
last week — again, I think it’s very 
presumptive to assume that people 
are this united on the issue. This 
is nothing more than an attempt to 
convince everyone that everybody 
else supports something, creating 
an atmosphere of peer pressure un-
der which everyone will simply get 
behind this on the basis that, “ev-
eryone else is doing it, I guess I will 
too.” The statistic represents noth-
ing more than a tiny minority of al-
ready politically active people with 
convenient Internet access who are 
opposed to smoking. The accurate 
statement is to say that 83 percent of 
these students support the ban. 
It is dangerous to make policy 
on anything that bases its decisions 
off of the 1 percent — we live in a 
republic, NOT a democracy. This 
means that all people get a chance 
to be represented equally, rather 
than the chaotic mob rule of a vic-
torious 51 percent over the weaker 
49 percent. 
Convincing the public that we 
should do this because a tiny frac-
tion of a percent has health prob-
lems is another attempt at creating 
an atmosphere of absolute security, 
which is, of course, impossible. Why 
don’t we instead represent the other 
1 percent that isn’t being talked 
about in this issue. What about the 
96-year-old man who’s been smok-
ing since the age of 16, and doing 
just fine? Why don’t we blow these 
situations completely out of propor-
tion as well? He is an outlier, indeed, 
but so are all of the cases and claims 
that BACCHUS is using to further 
this agenda.
“I’m sure the non-smoker popu-
lation entertains some sort of eternal 
life fantasy, but let me be the first 
to pop that bubble and inform you 
that non-smokers die, everyday.” 
Bill Hicks, and the non-smokers 
who pass away, are not dying of sec-
ond hand smoke, as these advocates 
would have you believe.
Are smokers flicking their butts 
in to your face or obnoxiously blow-
ing smoke in your eyes? I’ve never 
seen a student smoker do this to a 
student bystander. If smoking out-
side posed any real health hazards 
to non-smokers, than surely diesel 
fumes do far more damage. Why 
don’t we outlaw diesel trucks and 
equipment on campus? Diesel ex-
haust is far more putrid, harmful 
and prevalent. At least you can in-
hale directly off of a cigarette — 
try inhaling diesel exhaust directly 
from the tail pipe as see how far 
you make it. A single diesel engine 
can produce several hundred times 
the amount of harmful substance in 
the air than even an entire crowd of 
smokers are capable of. So let’s up 
the ante and not only stop at smok-
ing, but outlaw diesel on campus 
as well — it’s just as ridiculous, so 
why not? If this passes, why don’t 
we legislate farting in indoor places, 
as well? I’m sure we could conduct 
online surveys that reveal human 
methane is just as dangerous, if not 
more harmful to the human body 
than cigarettes. By the way, the state 
of California, where much of this 
statistical data is accumulated, actu-
ally has farting legislation and you 
can be ticketed if someone finds of-
fense in your bodily functions. I’m 
not making this up.
I suppose I’m just a little too 
busy living my life and enjoying 
my youth to worry about control-
ling all the people around me who 
happen to be making different life 
choices than me. To say that I’m 
“inconvenienced” or “annoyed,” by 
their behavior as a basis for creating 
legislation to outlaw their choices is 
dangerous and irresponsible. What 
if people who are annoyed by fart-
ing created legislation that makes it 
illegal to pass gas in public places, 
creating laws that result in massive, 
unfounded fines for natural behav-
ior? How about we treat people as 
we would like to be treated? Grow 
up and leave people alone.
Brandt Miller 
senior, English
M
K
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UM preparing to showcase students’ work
Abstracts due Friday for National Conference on Undergrad Research
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
Classes will be canceled for 
two days next semester as students 
from colleges across the coun-
try gather on the University of 
Montana campus to present their 
research or creative work at the 
National Conference on Under-
graduate Research April 15 to 17.
While students take finals later 
this month, UM professors will 
begin reviewing thousands of ab-
stracts to select the 2,000 students 
who will be invited to the confer-
ence.
UM grad Emily Weiler was se-
lected to go to the conference at 
other campuses for three consecu-
tive years and is excited it’s com-
ing to Missoula.
“Anything you can study as an 
undergraduate you will find at the 
conference,” she said. “They have 
dance showcases and chemistry 
projects.”
Weiler said she hopes UM stu-
dents will submit their projects for 
consideration because it provides 
unique opportunities to meet other 
undergraduates with the same in-
terests and to have their work re-
viewed by professionals.
“It gave me ideas for where my 
research could go in the future,” 
Weiler said. “Also, it’s nice to put 
your hard work in the spotlight.”
Weiler’s projects analyzed air 
quality by measuring particulates 
in the air such as those in smoke 
from wildfires. Today, Weiler 
works at UM’s Center for Envi-
ronmental Health Studies. 
Using many of the same collec-
tion methods she learned as an un-
dergrad, Weiler is collecting data 
about air quality in homes with 
woodstoves and asthmatic chil-
dren, looking for a link between 
woodstove quality and a child’s 
symptoms.
Weiler said the communication 
skills she learned in her presenta-
tions at the conference continue to 
help her today.
“You are talking to people in 
the science world and people who 
don’t know anything about your 
topic, so you learn to be a better 
communicator,” she said.
UM chemistry professor Garon 
Smith is organizing the confer-
ence with help from UM Continu-
ing Education and hopes that once 
students see the size of the event 
and the wide array of topics pre-
sented, they will attend sessions 
and perhaps submit an abstract for 
next year’s event.
“It’s the greatest show on 
earth,” Smith said. “No, really, it’s 
a big deal. When else do you get 
students from 250 to 300 colleges 
and universities on your campus?”
Selected students either present 
a poster or give a 15-minute pre-
sentation about their work. They 
can also submit a manuscript ver-
sion for possible publication in a 
peer-reviewed journal. A few post-
er presenters could be selected to 
present their work on Capitol Hill 
later that month.
Smith said the conference en-
courages more evaluative think-
ing and looks great on resumes for 
graduate school.
“It used to be assumed that 
somewhere between undergradu-
ate and graduate school you would 
instantly transform into a re-
searcher or creative artist,” Smith 
said.
UM hosted the conference once 
before in 2000. Smith said the 
event will again require hundreds 
of student and faculty volunteers 
to help everything run, whether 
professionally reviewing submis-
sions or handing out box lunches.
Abstracts of 200 to 300 words 
are due Friday. Guidelines for 
submission and more information 
on the conference can be found at 
umt.edu/ncur2010. 
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
When else do you get students
from 250 to 300 colleges and universities
on your campus?
“
”Garon Smith, University of Montana chemistry professor
www.montanakaimin.com
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Spikers’ season successful in spite of adversity
Griz defense strong despite loss to Huskies
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
After nearly knocking off na-
tional powerhouse Washington, it 
would have been easy for the UM 
men’s basketball team to settle for 
a tired cliché.
It would have been easy to label 
the game a moral victory.
But nobody in the Montana 
locker room believes in moral 
victories — and for good reason. 
Quality teams don’t want them. 
They’d rather have the real thing.
It’s safe to say the 5-2 Grizzlies 
qualify as a quality team. They 
pushed Pac-10 foe Oregon around 
in their own backyard in what 
looked like an effortless 13-point 
road win last Monday, before giv-
ing No. 14 Washington all it could 
handle in a heart-stopping 63-59 
loss Sunday night.
It was a poised, gutsy perfor-
mance for the better part of 40 
minutes for Montana, who nearly 
walked away with its first win over 
a ranked team since upsetting Ne-
vada in the 2006 NCAA tourna-
ment.
But as the clock wound down, 
the underdog Griz let the game 
slip away, coughing up careless 
turnovers and giving away their 
early lead.
And as hungry competitors, 
Griz players aren’t patting them-
selves on the backs.
“Nobody is going to hold their 
head about it, but that was our 
game and we gave it away,” senior 
point guard Anthony Johnson said.
 “We’re disappointed, not satis-
fied,” freshman guard Will Cherry 
said. “We weren’t surprised to be 
in it. We knew going in that we 
could play with those guys. But 
we made silly mistakes, and it just 
slipped through our fingers.”
But Cherry couldn’t be blamed 
if he had come home with a smile 
on his face.
It was a breakout night for 
Johnson’s understudy. After strug-
gling to contribute offensively 
early in the season, Cherry came 
alive against the Huskies, leading 
all scorers with 15 points and hit-
ting on six of seven shots from the 
field.
For Johnson, who paced the 
high school hardwood a half an 
hour south of Seattle at Tacoma’s 
Stadium High, it was a frustrating 
homecoming. He had his lowest-
scoring game of the year with 10 
points, shooting just 5-14 from the 
field.
Johnson said he was excited to 
play in front of family and friends, 
but the stage didn’t make him ner-
vous.
“The pressure doesn’t really 
phase me,” Johnson said. “I ap-
proach the game like any other. 
It was just a bad shooting night. 
They happen sometimes.”
Still, Johnson had a chance to 
The season came to a close 
for the Grizzly volleyball team 
at the hands of top-seeded Port-
land State in the Big Sky Con-
ference tournament over the 
weekend. But Jerry Wagner’s 
crew has good reason to be op-
timistic after its best postseason 
finish since 1996 and with a 
slew of talent returning in 2010.
The Griz entered the tourna-
ment as the fourth seed and were 
able to take a set from the Vi-
kings, but Portland State put the 
clamps on the Grizzly offense 
and advanced to the conference 
title game with a four-set vic-
tory.
“It just wasn’t meant to be. 
In the final analysis, we didn’t 
have enough firepower to get 
ourselves into the final,” Wag-
ner said. “Basically, don’t dwell 
on this match, because for what-
ever reason, it just wasn’t meant 
to be this particular year. But of 
course, I reminded them we’ve 
gone a step further. It’s a huge 
credit to this team.”
While hardly any team goes 
through a season without deal-
ing with adversity, it seems the 
Griz encountered valleys be-
tween their peaks.  
The Griz played a brutal ear-
ly season schedule. After open-
ing the year in Blacksburg, Va., 
against Virginia Tech, UM then 
traveled to California to take on 
nationally-ranked opponents Cal 
State-Fullerton and UC Irvine.
Once the Griz finally got home, 
left outside hitter Amy Roberts 
was lost for the season with a knee 
injury, throwing the offense into 
chaos on the eve of conference 
season. The Griz struggled to find 
not only outside hitters, but any 
warm bodies as UM tried to tread 
water with only nine dressed play-
ers when the conference season 
began against top teams Portland 
State and Eastern Washington.
In early October, Danish im-
port Mie Lindgren joined the fold 
after her 22-match suspension was 
reduced to 17 games and provided 
a steady presence in the back row 
throughout the season.  The sus-
pension was a result of an NCAA 
investigation into the experience 
of her club team in Denmark.  
While UM did lose to previous-
ly winless Montana State at home 
in mid-October, the Griz banded 
together and won five of their sev-
en final regular season matches, 
including three wins on the road.  
Senior setter Taryn Wright 
rolled her ankle on Senior Night 
against Sacramento State, but 
came back to lead the Griz to a 
five-set victory. Freshman out-
side hitter Paige Branstiter had 
her finger split open in the con-
ference tournament. The wound 
required stitches, and she was 
unable to return against Portland 
State.
“I’d have to give them an A-
plus for handling adversity. And 
to top it off, we had one more 
setback in the semi-final game, 
fittingly or unfittingly as it might 
be,” Wagner said. “The num-
ber of times this group bounced 
back and learned how to do that 
and learned how to compete and 
fight and grovel for everything 
you could possibly get out of a 
team is a huge accomplishment.”
“We had so many setbacks 
and a lot of things that were pull-
ing us back,” said junior libero 
Brittney Brown. “I think we were 
all on the same page all year.”
Through all the adversity, the 
Griz finished 10-6 (14-14 over-
all) and had four players earn 
conference recognition. Junior 
middle blocker Jaimie Thibeault 
was named the all-conference first 
team for the second consecutive 
year. Brown was named Libero 
of the Year, Wright was named to 
the all-conference second team, 
and senior outside hitter Whitney 
Hobbs garnered all-conference 
honorable mention recognition.
“It’s a great feeling.  I worked 
my butt off this year,” Brown said 
regarding her award. “I can’t even 
say how great this feels, and I 
couldn’t have got there without my 
team.”
“Brittney Brown completely 
deserved that award,” Thibeault 
said. “She’s the best libero I’ve 
ever seen.” 
“(She) certainly established 
herself as a No. 1 libero in this 
conference and continues to get 
better,” Wagner said.
When Roberts went down for 
the year, the offense ran through 
Thibeault as Wagner tried to find 
the right mix of outside hitters to 
compliment her. Thibeault fin-
ished with the best regular season 
hitting percentage in UM history, 
hitting .366 on the year. She also 
was second in the conference av-
eraging 1.32 blocks per set. 
Thibeault hit over .400 in 11 
matches this season and had 
double-digit kills in 20 of 24 
matches. Considering Thibeault 
missed the first three matches 
of the year while competing for 
Alberta in the Canada Games, 
she was able to put together one 
of the best single-season per-
formances in school history.   
Even with all the accolades, 
Thibeault admits that they are 
“definitely not one of the things 
I think about.”
“Stats aren’t that big of a 
thing to me,” Thibeault said. “I 
always want to do more.”
“There were some matches 
against top-25 opponents Jai-
mie was hitting over .600,” 
Wagner said. “It still amazes 
me that Jaimie had the energy 
she did based on playing 13 or 
14 straight months of volley-
ball. We’ll make sure she gets 
some rest, and we’ll set up a 
new plan and get after it at the 
right time.”
“I’m definitely getting a 
break, and I know my body is 
going to love it,” Thibeault said.
While the Griz had plenty of 
stars this year, everyone played 
an integral role in the team’s 
success, even if they didn’t 
make it onto the stat sheet, Thi-
beault said.
“We just had a lot of charac-
ter,” Thibeault said. “Our team 
Brian Qvale (41) puts up a shot against Boise State defenders Zack Moritz (32) 
and Paul Noonan (25). Qvale has achieved a double-double in three straight 
games for the Grizzlies.
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turn it all around in the game’s 
final minute. After Washington’s 
Venoy Overton knocked down a 
pair of free throws with 14 sec-
onds to play, Johnson dribbled the 
ball up for a final shot.
Slashing to the top of the key, 
Johnson pulled up for what would 
have been a game-tying three, but 
the speedy Overton stayed with 
him. As Johnson shot, Overton 
leaped, blocking the attempt. The 
stuff secured the win for Wash-
ington in a contest where Montana 
held them to a paltry 31 percent 
shooting from the field.
The stingy defensive stand is 
something the team can hang its 
hat on.
The Griz held the Huskies to 27 
points under their 90-point aver-
age Sunday, and at Oregon, Mon-
tana held the Ducks to 58 points, 
nearly 30 below their average.
Defense has been the team’s 
calling card so far this season, and 
Griz coach Wayne Tinkle said his 
team’s sheer effort against Wash-
ington made up for poor rebound-
ing and mental lapses that led to 19 
turnovers on the night.
“We have some things to work 
on, but this weekend showed that 
we aren’t afraid to battle,” Tinkle 
said. “A team with that kind of 
attitude has a chance against any-
body.”
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
See VOLLEYBALL, page 6
We’re disappointed, not satisfied.
Will Cherry, freshman guard
”“
We just had a lot of character.
Our team had a lot of attitude,
a lot of effort and a lot of heart.
Jaimie Thibeault, junior middle blocker
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VOLLEYBALL
From page 5
Montana’s Keith Thompson (21) knocks sweat and the ball from South Dakota 
State’s tight end Colin Cochart (87).  The pass to Cochart was ruled incomplete. 
Montana beat the Jackrabbits 61-48, coming from behind and  scoring 40 un-
answered points.  This Saturday, the Griz will face the Lumberjacks of Stephen 
F. Austin University.
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Grizzly takedown
M
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had a lot of attitude, a lot of effort 
and a lot of heart.”
As the Griz look ahead to next 
year, they bring in a phenomenal 
recruiting class that is comprised 
of five high school seniors who all 
were top players in their respec-
tive conferences. The class con-
sists of Brooke Bray from Lake 
Tapps, Wash.; Erika Buchanan 
from Shoal Lake, Manitoba; Kort-
ney James from Sandpoint, Ida-
ho; Kayla Reno from Spanaway, 
Wash.; and Megan Murphey from 
Bozeman.
The new recruits will be need-
ed in order to replace Hobbs, 
Wright and Lindgren on the court. 
Hobbs and Wright will graduate 
this spring, and Lindgren will be 
leaving during the break to attend 
university in Denmark and play 
for the national team.
“This was something we knew 
would occur the whole time, and 
we certainly don’t have the degree 
here that (Lindgren) needs to live 
and work in Denmark,” Wagner 
said. “I can’t say enough good 
things about her maturity and her 
shot in the arm of excitement and 
her love of the game.”
Wagner is confident that his 
new recruits will be able to step in 
and contribute immediately, even 
though it is difficult to replace the 
production of two all-conference 
players.
“I think we can practice at an-
other level now that we have this 
depth, and we certainly put a lot of 
time and energy into this recruit-
ing class because we knew how 
vital it was,” Wagner said.
“Our experienced players cer-
tainly left the program knocking 
on the door, and we want to knock 
it over — knock it in next year,” 
Wagner said.
With the amount of talent re-
turning and joining the team, 
next year’s Griz might do some-
thing that hasn’t been done since 
1994:  kick in the door and earn an 
NCAA tournament berth. 
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
In the past three years, the 
ASUM Senate has passed resolu-
tions backing the establishment of 
the minor. 
Without the minor on their ré-
sumé, Bitar said, it is often difficult 
for students to get a chance to take 
a language proficiency test when 
applying for a job or, in the case of 
UM student Jared Markland, to get 
accepted into graduate studies pro-
grams at other universities.
Markland took Arabic from 
Bitar before he graduated in 2007. 
He would have had enough credits 
to earn a minor. He is taking post-
graduate courses from Bitar this 
fall while he waits to get into grad-
uate school. But, he said, several 
schools won’t allow him to even 
take a proficiency test without an 
Arabic degree on his transcript.
“I can say I speak Arabic, but 
I don’t have anything to prove it,” 
Markland said.
Bitar hopes Williams’ hard 
work won’t go unrewarded like 
Markland’s.
“It would be very nice for stu-
dents like this, who work so hard 
and dedicate themselves to learn-
ing the language and the culture, 
to be rewarded by UM for their ef-
forts,” Bitar said.
The promise of professional 
validation isn’t what drew Wil-
liams and other students to UM’s 
Arabic courses.
“I chose to study Arabic last 
year, and I did so because I wanted 
a challenge. For me, Arabic essen-
tially means a large extended fam-
ily and community in Missoula,” 
Williams said.
Nicole Allen, another one of 
Bitar’s second-year students, has 
her fingers crossed that the minor 
will go through before she walks 
next spring. After sitting in on an 
Arabic course with her brother, she 
become interested and dropped 
her Russian language studies. But, 
had she realized there was no Ara-
bic minor available, she said, she 
never would have left.
Comer said there are a lot of vari-
ables that will play into the inclu-
sion of the minor, like hiring plans 
for next fall and whether a suitable 
candidate can be found, but he said 
these are hopeful times for Arabic 
students and faculty alike.
cody.bloomsburg@umontana.edu
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Lecturer Samir Bitar listen to a student’s pronounciation in his first year Arabic class Monday afternoon.
The Kaimin invites 
letters to the editor 
 and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and 
columns should be about 700 words. Please 
e-mail both to opinion@montanakaimin.com, or 
drop them off in Don Anderson Hall 208. Make 
sure to include a phone number.
ARABIC
From page 1
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
               LOST AND FOUND  
Lost Sunday 11/22. Pocket knife on the 
“M” trail. Please call and I’ll indentify           
330-806-2971
                     FOR RENT 
Furnished rooms for rent Missoula  
everything included-even housekeeper  
$310/mo and up  call now 866-728-2664 
www.ValueAddedRentals.com
                     FOR SALE 
Brand New Mattress Sets: Twin mattresses 
alone $69.00, Twin sets $139.00, Full sets 
$149.00, Queen sets $159.00, King sets 
$259.00. Full House Furniture,    
549-0601. 
Trail Head Demo Telemark Boot Sale T2’s 
wmns 6,7,8 Mens 9,10,13 All lightly used. 
ALL $179. 543-6966
Great local deals on all types of brand new 
furniture. Please call 549-0601 or visit our
site at www.fullhousefurniture.com
                 HELP WANTED 
Survey takers needed. Make 5-$25 per 
survey. Go to www.GetPaidToThink.com
                   INTERNSHIP 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation - Spring 
and Summer Writing Internships. 
Looking for something to do over 
Christmas Break? Why not start you 
spring internship in December or January 
and lighten your load for spring semester? 
Are you interested in wildlife conservation 
and outdoor adventure? Want to write for a 
150,000+ circulation magazine and a 
website receiving 100,000 hits per  month? 
Bugle magazine at RMEF is your ticket. 
We offer two unpaid internships a  
semester that give you the chance to boost 
your skills, portfolio, and resume while 
writing for print, broadcast and the  
internet. You will also gain experience  
using an advanced website content 
management system. Come be part of our 
team, email jobs@rmef.org for more info.  
                  PERSONALS 
Want to be your best? Develop 
enlightenment through the TM technique. 
www.tm.org - Paula 207-7496 
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Personal counseling appointments  
available. Please call 243-4711
Stop smoking/chewing for the New Year. 
Start planning now. Curry Room 112  
Free help.
Plenty of cleaning appointments available 
at Curry Health Center Dental Clinic. Call 
to set up an appointment at 243-5445.
                     SERVICES 
Computer Problems? Free Diagnosis! Free 
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call 
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
Marriage consultant wanted: part time no 
experience necessary. Commission  
position. Commission averages $15 to $20 
per hour. Please contact us at:  
lisamiller1800@yahoo.com if interested, 
and include your phone number.
DUI Defense Associates. Don’t Plead 
Guilty. Call 721-3726
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student  
discount! Computer Central  
136 E. Broadway 542-6540 
               MISCELLANEOUS 
“Call for Abstracts”-deadline Dec. 4th! 
Visit: www.umt.edu/ncur1020 
Travel to California and work with hunger 
and homelessness with the UM Alternative 
Winter Break Trip. Earn 2 credits for a 
three day Wintersession course and spend 
January 9-17 on the trip. Get applications 
at the Source and DHC 015. 243-5531
       MOVIE PICK OF THE WEEK
The Burbs - “Blue sky in morning, 
neighbor take warning. Green sky at night, 
neighbor take flight.” “What we need to 
do is go down to the religious supply store 
and pick us up a couple gallons of holy 
water. My Uncle works there, he can cut 
us a deal.” “Hey Pinocchio! Where are you 
going?”
goofy, smiling kid and a talented 
captain of Helena High’s swim 
team for two years in a row. 
Others, like his Craig Hall 
roommate from Kalispell, met 
him on their first day of classes 
as freshman and built a friendship 
from scratch. 
Lincoln, 18, was randomly 
paired in a room with McKeon. 
McKeon was shy toward him at 
first, but was always smiling and 
in a good mood.
“We matched up almost per-
fectly,” Lincoln said. “We were 
pretty much like brothers.”
They developed familiar terri-
tory on campus during their first 
semester of college, hanging out at 
the Food Zoo and the Country Store 
and hitting up the occasional party. 
For Halloween, McKeon dressed as 
Vanilla Ice. Lincoln was a redneck. 
Sitting at the desk in their room 
Monday, Lincoln turned away 
from some physics homework and 
reminisced about the music they 
listened to. The hip-hop LMFAO. 
Country. Anything you could jam 
to.
His eyes searched the empty 
space around McKeon’s bed, a 
comforter still draped across it.
“We listened to a lot of music in 
this room,” he said.
It had been three days since the 
funeral in Helena, but McKeon’s 
Carhartt baseball cap was still 
perched on the bookshelf by his bed. 
“It’s just weird,” Lincoln said. 
“It’s a big loss.”
Lincoln was in the car with 
Conn and left the game a couple of 
hours ahead of his roommate that 
Sunday. He didn’t find out about 
the crash until about 6 p.m.
“I went through the same spot 
two hours ahead of them,” Lincoln 
said. “It could have happened to 
anyone.”
Ross Marty, a freshman at 
Montana State University, last 
saw McKeon before the Cat-Griz 
game, along with Lincoln, Conn 
and a gang of friends. The two 
tailgated together outside the sta-
dium. 
“We’ve always kind of joked 
around about it since we met be-
cause both my parents came to 
MSU, and his Dad, I think, went 
to UM,” Marty said.
They split up that afternoon and 
never caught up again. McKeon’s 
absence was painfully observed 
over Thanksgiving in Helena, 
where Marty and McKeon grew 
up together.
“The break was just kind of … 
it wasn’t the same being in Helena 
and not having Joey there to call 
and hang out,” Marty said. “It just 
sucked. It was terrible.”
Conn had just gotten back in 
touch with McKeon during their 
first semester at UM after a few 
years of separation in high school. 
McKeon would pop his head in 
Conn’s Miller Hall dorm room, usu-
ally unannounced, and hang out 
with his friend. Sometimes Conn 
would get annoyed at how often he 
dropped in without calling.
“Now I’m sad that he’s not ever 
going to be coming back to my 
room,” he said.
A network of McKeon’s friends 
are left to deal with his absence. 
But being able to deal with it to-
gether, Conn said, is something to 
be grateful for.
“Just knowing that there’s other 
people that remember him and are 
there to talk. It’s nice,” he said.
McKeon, however, wouldn’t 
want anybody to mope about his 
passing, Lincoln said. He said he 
would want everyone to be happy 
and celebrate his life. 
But for now, in Craig Hall, Lin-
coln has support, too.
“I’ve got a good floor,” he said. 
“I’ve got a lot of friends on this 
floor.”
michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
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“Just knowing 
that there’s other 
people that 
remember him 
and are there to 
talk. It’s nice.”
Aaron Conn, friend of 
Michael McKeon
MK
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